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Spirit   -   Whisky 

Mackmyra Sven Ek 
 

Country:        Sweden 
 

Region:          Gävle, Stockholm 
 

Producer:       Mackmyra Distillers 

Bottling:  Distillery Bottled 

Style:   Single Malt Whisky 

Age:   nas 

Cask Type:  Swedish and American Oak 
Flavour Profile: Spicy - Oak 
 
Bottle size:          70cl   -   abv:  46.1% 
 

The Story of Mackmyra 
 
Perhaps it sounds too simple, but it all started with eight friends on a skiing trip in the spring of 1998. Each had 
taken along a bottle of malt whisky for the host; the topic of conversation was obvious. How do you make 
whisky? And why isn’t there a Swedish one? The question led them to start exploring the possibilities of making 
their own Swedish whisky. 
 

Mackmyra was founded after one year’s preparation in March 1999 and started a pilot distillery the same year. 
For the first year the business was run by the company’s eight founders, with no employees. The first drops of 
raw whisky were distilled on 18 December 1999. Mackmyra initially produced 170 different recipes and 
gradually managed to narrow these down to two recipes launched in the spring 2002: Mackmyra Elegant and 
Mackmyra Smoke. The build on the new distillery also started that year allowing them to grow from a craft 
distiller to a small producer. 
 

The dream of creating the first Swedish malt whisky came to life. That path was neither the easiest nor the 
quickest. However, it was the right path, allowing them to produce a Swedish malt whisky with a unique 
identity. 
 

The new Bruk Distillery is not large, but it has had a great deal of care put into the production. Mackmyra are 
able to maintain traceability right down to the individual field of barley. It also allows them to continue to look 
beyond the traditional approach. The small, handmade casks are one example. Another is the Swedish oak that 
shares its essence so generously. The selected casks are allowed to mature naturally in the quiet recesses of the cool 
underground warehouse. 
 

Svensk ek has a spicy character giving notes of sandalwood, dried ginger, black pepper, roasted oak barrel and 
herbs to the  whisky. These spicy characteristics are complemented by fruity undertones with hints of vanilla and 
toffee from oak barrels, previously used to age Bourbon. 
 

The oak barrels made of swedish oak are mainly from trees planted hundreds of years ago on the island of 
Visingsö, intended to be used for building ships for the Swedish Royal Navy. Today, this oak gives character to 
their modern and innovative whisky. 
 

NOSE - Fruity with citrus, pear, apple and honey. A light oakiness with sweet, lightly toasted bread notes and 
fresh butter toffee. 
 
PALATE - Svensk ek has a spicy character giving notes of sandalwood, dried ginger, black pepper, roasted oak 
barrel and herbs.  Fruity and smooth with citrus, caramel and honey. 
 
FINISH - A light oakiness can be discerned at the end. 
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